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 SOMETIMES A “PRE-OWNED” HOUSE HAS SUPRISES.
     We won't start this newsletter with a mystery picture (that comes later), but a 
picture of a mystery!  By now we have all lived a long time, been many places and seen 
many things. So, maybe one of you will be able to identify this strange object.

         A few weeks ago I was digging in the bed that runs along our back fence.  We 
haven't done much work back there since we moved into this “new to us” house about fve
years ago.  About two inches below the surface, my shovel hit a solid object that I frst 
thought was a block of cement.  As I went a little farther I could see that my shovel 
was leaving silver-like streaks on it.  At that point I could see that it was some kind of 
metal object.  What was it and what was it doing in my garden?

         Of course the frst thing that comes to mind is burried treasure.  Maybe it's full 
of money.  Turns out – no such luck.  At this point I was only seeing one end, and did not
know how long or thick it was.

       This picture shows what I frst saw
when it was just barely uncovered.  The
neck can be seen in the middle on 
the extreme left side of the picture.



         The next picture was taken in the morning and shows how much of it was 
uncovered the frst evening.  The neck is hollow but isn't open all of the way in.
           

 
         The wire brush gives an idea of the size and the orange thing running next to the
railroad tie is the conduit for the cable TV.  I could not make it budge at this point.

        The picture at the right
shows what it looked like when I
reached the end, which turned out
to not be the full length.  Part of
it has been cut off.

        The rest of the pictures
were taken after I got it to the
front yard and cleaned it up a
bit.  It appears to be made of
aluminum and is fabricated from
at least fve pieces.  It is 16” wide
at the top.  The part that I have
is 49” long.  There is no way of 
knowing how long it was originally.
It is 3” thick at the top and about
2” at the base.  The neck is 7” long and 4” across.  It is hollow and weighs about 70 lbs.
It is not symmetrical.  If any of you can help identify it, please let me know.  It is 
defnitely not something that is normally planted in a garden.   



Warren Cox

RECENT LOST CLASSMATES
 Undeliverable newsletters returned without a forwarding address.

Ann Bolt Craig

Gene Riley

ADDRESS CHANGES
Tom Clark 1025 Park Pl.   Apt. 230

Mishawaka, IN  45545-3535

Beverly Wood 24109 Kingwood PL. DR.
Apt. 2302
Kingwood,  TX  77339



IN MEMORIAM

Bill Lawyer

  Jo Ellen (Jody) True Quentin

Dan Strong

  Joan Gunn Warrener

Jerry Yeager



RESPONSES RECEIVED BY MAIL

We got a nice letter and along with it came a donation from Carolyn Stitt Spurgeon.

      “Dear Warren, Enclosed is a donation of $50.00 toward the 
publishing of the Will Rogers '52 Newsletter.  My husband and I enjoy 
reading it and noting what has happened to our friends and especially 
enjoy the features about Tulsa past and present.

       We are retired and living in Naples Florida permanently since 
2005.  We have previously lived in Texas, Michigan, and Tennessee after
we both graduated from the University of Tulsa.

We met in 1950 while attending opposing high schools – Will Rogers and Central.  
We have now been married 62 plus years.  Andy is still playing golf and relearning trhe 
new methods of bridge.  I have been pursuing my love of art with more time and energy 
attending classes in oil painting two times a week.  We also play couples duplicate bridge
together and have recently joined the Bocce League at our club.

Thank you and all who help keep the newsletter viable.  It is most appreciated.  
Most Sincerely,  Carolyn Stitt Spurgeon.”(Thank you for the $50.00 donation.  I am sure 
that everyone will enjoy reading your letter.  Like you and Andy, I keep very busy and I 
am sure that we feel better because of it.)

“Great Job!!  Always look forward to the newsletter.  Wondering 
if you could give me information regarding Jody True.  I don't recall 
her married name.  You are so welcome to the donation.  If I lived in 
Tulsa, I'd defnitely help (with newsletter). Thanks Much, Karen 
Traweek” (Thank you for the compliment and the donation.  Jody's 
married name was Quintin and her husband was Dan.  Dan passed away 
bout three years ago.  Jody lived with her kids for a while, but as of 

now we have lost touch with her.  Wish we could have been of more help.)

From Joan Wadlow Case : “Thank you for your time and effort 
producing and printing the Class of “52 Newsletter – and now in such 
professional format.  It's good to hear news of classmates.  I have 
learned things about our beautiful school that I did not know.  Enclosed
is a check to help with newsletter expenses.”  (Thank you for the kind 
words.  It does take time and effort, but it's a “fun” job.  Thank you 
for the donation too, they keep this newsletter going.)

     See the followup message Joan sent after receiving her class list and letter in the 
email section below.



      From Beverly Wood:  “Good Morning, 
I always enjoy reading the newsletters, 
even though I never attended Will Rogers.
Frank shared his memories with me during
our wonderful 67 years.  If you hear from
Jack Slankard tell him I remember the 
many times Frank and I visited him in his 
offce at 21st and Harvard.  Enclosed is a 
small contribution for your expenses.  I 
continue to look forward to your 
newsletters.  Any connection to Tulsa is 

greatly appreciated since I have moved farther away to the Houston area to be close to 
my daughter.  Sincerely, Beverly Wood, 24109 kingwood Pl. Dr.,  Apt. 2302,  Kingwood, TX
77339”  (Thank you for the nice letter and the donation.  Haven't seen Jack for several 
months.  I did talk to him briefy on the phone a while back.  By the way, Jack designed 
the heading on this newsletter.)

    
     We got a note and a nice donation from Frank Schad: “Hope this will
help offset some of your expenses.  Enjoy the Newsletter.” (Producing 
this Newsletter is some work, but it is fun.  Your donation will help us 
keep sending them your way.)

RESPONSES RECEIVED BY E-MAIL

   “ Thanks so much for sending this.  I have retired to Mexico and  
 live in Ajijic, Jalisco, Mexico which is south of Guadalajara's 
airport about 30 minutes.  Ajijic is on the largest fresh water lake in 
Mexico LakeChapala (Lago de Chapala).  It is at 5000 feet with perfect
weather all year around.  It is a large expat community and the 
community grows larger during the snowbird months October through 
April.  I love living here and the Mexican people are such a friendly 
happy people.  I have made many friends here.  So in telling you this I 

just wanted to be sure that you only send me email copies of the newsletter.  I think I 
missed some last year.  I moved here a year ago and just selling and getting rid of all of 
my stuff was quite an accomplishment.  It is great not to be burdened by stuff anymore 
as houses here mostly come furnished.  Two of my grown children live in Tulsa but it is 
always great to get the newsletter and hear of the news there. 



Again Thanks for all you do” Patti (Fournier) Taylor  (Thanks for all the kind words.  
This newsletter is really a fun project.  One of the things that keeps it going is the 
feedback and news items we get from our classmates like yourself. If you look at our 
class website, ( www.rogersclassof52.org ) you will fnd links to past newsletters)

We got a really nice email and a donation from Marianne and Chuck Canter,

   Hi Warren,  “We both enjoyed the latest 
newsletter, especially the article about Will 
Rogers High School.  We forwarded it to all 
our kids.

   Chuck and I moved to a continuing care 
facility here on Skidaway Island last March.  
We traded our house for an apartment, but 
little else changed.  We only moved about three

miles, so friends, Church, doctors, banks, etc. remained the same - we only gave up house 
maintenance, yard work, and a good bit of cooking.  It's been a good move.  Our new 
address is;

95 Skidaway Island Park Road  #102
Savannah, GA   31411
912-598-0887
mpcanter55@bellsouth.net

Chuck actually had a serious health problem two weeks after we moved in here.
He passed out one morning at 4:00AM, fell backwards on the bathroom foor and I found 
him in a pool of blood!  I used our new emergency pull cord and soon had people coming 
from all directions – thank goodness.  It turned out that he had a badly infected gall 
bladder.  They stitched up his head and he had emergency gall bladder surgery.  He was 
in the hospital for a week because of all the infection in his body.  We never expected to
need any of the emergency services here for some time, but were sure glad to have them
that night!  I guess at our age we had better be prepared for anything??

We put a check in the mail to help with your costs.  Thank to you all for 
continuing to put the newsletter together”. Marianne and Chuck Canter  (Thanks for your
email letter and your very generous  donation.)

This is from Joe Sullivan: “Hello from sunny and dry California.  
I'm still alive and kicking.  Here's a little help to keep things going.  
Here is a quote from S. Omar Barker:” “This is a place too fair to be 
the child of chance and not of care. No Atoms so casually hurled could 
have produced such a beautiful world” (Joe, we are glad to see that 
your are “still kicking” and thank you for the nice donation

http://www.rogersclassof52.org/
mailto:mpcanter55@bellsouth.net


From Tom McComb,  “ Hi Warren,

   An idea for space fller: How many of the classmates had an 
"elevator key" at one time or another? Either "legal" or ?

   The elevator was/is located in the hallway leading from the lobby
where the Will Rogers bust is located to the back of the building.
Supposedly the keys were limited to those with a mobility restriction . 
e.g., broken leg, wheelchair, etc.  Cheers, Tom PS, like the 8.5 x 11 inch

format.”  (OK anyone who had an elevator key, now is the time to speak up!)
  

   
       “Warren - Thanks for the update on the high school newsletters.  
Thank you and your increasingly small team also for all the work you do
for both Rogers and Central.  Joe (Central class of '52) and I 
appreciate the work you do to keep the two classes of 1952 informed 
of our classmates and of news about Tulsa history and current events.  
And thanks also for mentioning that Joanne Stadler also helps out 
with both newsletters--so typical of that dear lady.  She is one of my 

favorite people (we started school together at Sidney Lanier).  A few years ago, she gave
me some copies of photos of our two families at a summertime party -  photos that I had
never seen and was so pleased to receive.”    Joan Wadlow Case

Note to our classmates; I do not have anything to do with the preparation of the 
Central Class of '52 newsletter, but I do print it for them (all 400+ copies) after Paula 
Waugh, their newsletter committee chair woman sends it to me by email in pdf format.  

DONATIONS
 Your donations make it possible to keep sending these newsletters.  This time we 
received donations from MARIANNE (PAYNE) and CHARLES CANTER,  JOAN (WADLOW)
CASE,   FRANK SCHAD,  CAROLYN (STITT) SPURGEON,  JOE SULLIVAN,  KAREN 
TRAWEEK, and BEVERLY WOOD.

The offer still stands.  For any donation of $10.00 or more (Central's is $20.00, but 
they get a nicer directory.  I know because I print it for them.) we will send you a copy 
of our most up to date list of classmates with names, addresses, phone numbers, and 
email addresses, when available.

JUST A REMINDER
We here in the newsletter committee would still like to have any stories or 

pictures that you would like to share with your fellow classmates.  



MYSTERY PICTURE

         
   

         Does anybody remember this place?  (Photo from the Beryl Ford Collection)

  



IN CLOSING. 
  

The last couple of months have been a heavy time for me.  I have lost two of my  
longest and best friends.  I had known Bill Lawyer since grade school at Sidney Lanier 
and we only lived about a block apart.  It would take two newsletters to tell how many 
things we did together. From Lanier, then on to Wilson, Will Rogers and Oklahoma A&M. 
He spent part of his college time at Westminster College in Fulton, Missouri but came 
back to A&M to fnish up.  We lived together along with two other guys in a duplex at 
the corner of College Avenue and College Circle right across the street from a sorority 
house the name of which I have forgotten.

 When the time came for him to get married, he asked me to be his best man.  The
only job he ever had was with Western Electric and Southwestern Bell which took he and
Judy away from Tulsa but we kept in touch and visited with each other when ever we 
could. I will miss you Willy Lump Lump.

I did not know Jerry Yeager as long as Bill.  We did not meet until Wilson, but 
since he lived in Tulsa most of the time, we did a lot of things together.  I remember 
going places in his dad's 1950 Cadillac.  That was a big deal.  His parents had a place at 
Ft. Gibson lake and we sometimes went up there for “fun” weekends.  A word to the 
wise, don't drink a lot of beer then eat a bunch of Oreo Cookies.  We didn't live as close 
together but by now we were in Will Rogers and were driving so that wasn't a problem.  
His parents had a bigger house than mine and I can remember being over there while in 
high school and many times when I was home from college.  

He married Beverly Howard (Will Rogers 1953) and they went away while he 
fulflled his military obligation.  They then lived in Tulsa for many years before moving to 
the Oklahoma City area and later to Texas.  We kept in touch and visited each other 
when they lived in the City and we saw them when they would make trips back from 
Texas. 

Jerry was my best man when I married Carol almost 60 years ago.  He helped us 
with the perfect get-away.  I will sure miss him.

Your Newsletter Gang of One, Warren

    



And Will Rogers says:
       

      John D. Rockefeller says: “Love is the 
greatest thing in the world.”  You take a 
few words of affection and try and trade 
them to him for a few gallons of oil, and 
you will discover just how great love is.”
January 27, 1924




